descended to the ground floor. She was much interested, and then they wandered through the other rooms, winding up in the one where the cabinets of china used in preceding Administrations are located. I told them after the artistic plates they had brought some of our early specimens would seem crude, but the interesting thing about them was that few, if any, were domestic china, nearly all having been imported. So if an ice-cream plate of bright pink, having a snowshoe superimposed on it in gold, was an exhibition, of poor taste on the part of some one of our predecessors, at least it was a personal and not a national one. They laughed at this and wanted to identify the origin of each piece.
All this made the time sHp away. When we got in the elevator to go upstairs again, the Queen said she must go up to see the President for she wanted her son the Prince to know him. There was no gainsaying her request, and we went on to the second floor. Of course, my husband had put on his dressing-gown to receive the King. But a gown was clumsy and uncomfortable when lying in bed and so he had changed it for an old soft woollen grey sweater he had bought years before in Scotland and which was the j oy and comfort of his life. When I took the party into his room he apologized for the sweater and assured them had he known he was to be so honoured by Her Majesty he would have worn his dressing-gown. She was such an understanding person one could not feel embarrassed in her presence. And she was so pleased because we found him surrounded by the beautiful china they had given him, studying the details with a large magnifying glass.
When we left his room I escorted them to the front door where we found the usual flock of newspaper reporters waiting to ask questions. The Queen laughingly told them of her unannounced call on the President, and said he had made himself comfortable in a worn Scotch wool sweater. The next day a long account came out in the papers, quoting what she said, only using the word torn instead of worn sweater. By the